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Context: Teletandem Brasil

● São Paulo State University (Unesp)
○ Araraquara campus (Brazil) - extracurricular activity

● University of Washington (UW)
○ Seattle campus (USA) - Portuguese classes



Literatandem
● Thematic Teletandem

○ Literature + Teletandem
○ 2019 - 2023 (4 virtual exchanges)
○ Tasks

● 1 online meeting each week during 3-4 weeks
○ 25 minutes in English + 25 minutes in Portuguese

● Pre-selected texts in each language (English and
Portuguese)
○ 2019: two texts in each interaction
○ 2023: one text in each interaction
○ short stories or poems



Tasks in Teletandem (task-as-workplan)

● task-as-workplan: tasks as plans; “what is supposed
to happen”
task-in-process: tasks as outcomes; “what actually
happens”
(Aranha et al., 2023; Dooly, 2011)

● Literatandem - tasks were designed in order to
facilitate meaningful literary discussions



2019 - Tasks for students (in
Brazil)

● Printed activity with excerpts from
theoretical/critical texts + questions

● “Based on Todorov's theoretical
framework, how would you categorize
the two short stories analyzed?”



Read a literary text on a
shared Google Docs file

Write 3 comments on a
shared Google Docs file

Answer questions on a shared Google Docs file
with the Teletandem partner

Participate in the mediation
session

Answer a small
questionnaire

2023
Tasks for all of
the participants

Watch a video about
the authors



Read a literary text on a
shared Google Docs file

Write 3 comments on a
shared Google Docs file

Watch a video about
the authors



Read a literary text on a
shared Google Docs file

Write 3 comments on a
shared Google Docs file

Watch a video about
the authors



Answer questions on a shared Google
Docs file with the Teletandem partner



Final Remarks

● The tasks became more collaborative from 2019 to 2023

● The focus shifted from theoretical, critical and structural aspects of
literature (“literature as content”) to more open discussions
(“literature as discourse”) (Hall, 2015)

● Attempt to create hermeneutic communities, or communities of
readers (Luperini, 1998)



Thank you!

¡Gracias!

Obrigada!
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